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In the Glen
Winter 2008	 News and Activities of the Glen Helen Ecology Institute, Antioch University	

The Windstorm
George Bieri, our land manager, came to see 
me with an abrupt announcement.

“I’m done counting trees. I got up to 150, 
and that’s it.”

This is the same person who is so meticulous 
about his records that he is able to show that, 
between July of 2006 and June of 2007, he 
and his volunteers cut 37 groups of invasive 
honeysuckle and 7000 square feet of winter-
creeper.  

So what precipitated his exasperation?
Hurricane Ike.  
Our hearts go out to people in the Carib-

bean and along the Gulf of Mexico who 	
bore the brunt of damage from 2008’s most 	
powerful hurricane. But, clear up in Ohio, 	
we were walloped as well.  

You see, George wasn’t just counting 
trees, he was cutting and clearing them. By 
the time he stopped counting, he and his 
crew had cleared 150 trees that had fallen 
on trails, buildings, and bridges in the Glen.  
And we still had a long way to go.  

How did all this happen?
People watching the weather reports for 

September 14, 2008 knew that the remnants 
of Hurricane Ike were forecast to travel up 
the Mississippi, across the southern edge of 
the Great Lakes, and continue on east. Folks 
along the path of the storm could expect 
several inches of rain and possible flooding. 
But, the rain would pass Southwest Ohio to 
the west and the north. We had dodged a 
meteorological bullet, or so we thought.  

What ended up happening was a phe-
nomenon so complicated and unusual that 
I have yet to hear an evening news weath-
ercaster try to explain it. Let me try: The 
winds from Hurricane Ike were traveling a 
few thousand feet over the ground as they 
entered the Ohio River Valley, where they met 
a cold front. Because the temperatures at the 
ground level were quite warm, those hur-
ricane-force winds were directed downwards 
away from the cold front and towards the 
ground.  

through on their way for a walk in the woods. 
Most were utterly surprised when he told 
them that the trails were closed and unsafe 
for travel.  

It wasn’t until the next day that we really 
got a feel for how bad it was. Hundreds of 
trees had come down. Several of the largest 
trees in the pine forest had their tops sheared 
off. Several trees fell on top of the cascades 
waterfall. Now, standing below the falls, you 
can’t even see the bridge at the top of the 
falls. The area hit hardest was downstream 
from the Yellow Spring. The spring brings up 
massive amounts of calcium carbonate from 
deep underground, and trees growing on top 
of this calcium deposit have less soil for their 
roots to grab into. The wind pushed these 
trees over like proverbial dominoes. 

So, it was bad. However, I also don’t want 
to overstate things. Trees fall in the woods all 
the time, and the Glen, in the long run, will 
be fine. Nobody was hurt. None of our build-
ings were crushed. None of the food for the 
hawks and owls went to waste (although as 
Betty Ross writes on page 6, we had a close 
call there). The Yellow Spring still flows. All 	
of the trails will eventually reopen.

But, the Glen will look different for a 	
long time.  

The other tale of the windstorm is the 
story of how quickly the Glen was able to 
rebound, thanks to the extraordinary efforts 
of our volunteers, who came out in force with 
donations of time, skill and equipment. The 
silver lining to this storm is that we were able 
to respond as quickly as we did. Within one 
week, the power was back on, the trails were 
starting to open up, and the programs 	
were running.

It certainly is a little sad to see trees that 
stood for centuries finally toppled. But gradu-
ally, they’ll return to nature, and the oaks and 
hickories that are young now will grow to 
become the trees that folks will admire 	
centuries from now.  
– Nick Boutis (nboutis@antioch.edu)

The storm came through on a warm, 
dry Sunday afternoon. At first, trees simply 
swayed, but then they started to break. 
Perhaps because the windstorm came as a 
surprise to so many people, so many of us 
were late to realize its danger. Geno Luketic 
was stationed at Trailside Museum as trees 
and their limbs rained down in the Glen. 
Even in the midst of the storm, people came 

It took five people to roll the log off the trail.

The crew gets ready to cut a honey locust.

Land Manager George Bieri saws the locust.
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Director’s Report
The classic holiday 
song by Eddie Pola 
and George Wyle tells 
us that “it’s the most 
wonderful time of the 
year!” For charitable 
organizations like Glen 
Helen, that surely is 

the truth, as this is the time of year when we 
receive the bulk of the contributions that will 
sustain our programs over the next year. Put 
bluntly, this is when we find out whether we’ll 
be able to pay our staff and continue our 
programs into the next year. 

The good news is that even though the 
U.S. economy has been bumpy for all of us, 
many people have already given to the Glen 
– even increasing their gifts. If you haven’t 
taken a moment to add your support to the 
Annual Fund for Glen Helen, this is your 
chance!

When a school bus filled with wide-eyed 
kids pulls in to the Outdoor Education Center, 
your support for our environmental educa-
tion programs ensures that there a team of 
energetic educators waiting for them, ready 
to challenge them, inspire them, and see that 
every one of these kids leaves Glen Helen with	
a broader understanding of the environment 
and their role in it. 

When two hundred trees fall across Glen 
trails, your support for our restoration and 
land management programs helps ensure 
that we are able to mobilize quickly to re-
open the paths, and provide access for the 
thousands of folks who visit annually. 

When a call comes in that there is a 	
hungry peregrine falcon in need of care, your 
support for Glen Helen raptor education and 
rehabilitation programs ensures that we have 
the resources to retrieve the bird, and hope-
fully, nurse it back to health and release it for 
a second chance at life in the wild.

We count on everyone who visits the Glen, 
learns in the Glen, and cares for the Glen to 
help ensure that Glen Helen is able to ride 
the ebbs and flows of the economy. Every-
thing we accomplish, we accomplish thanks 
to your support.

Best wishes for a wonderful winter.
– Nick Boutis (nboutis@antioch.edu)

Nick Boutis

Remembering Ken 
Tregillus
We are grateful to share that Ken Tregillus 
has joined the ranks of Glen Helen Legacy 
Society members with his recent bequest to 
the Glen. When Ken passed away this past 
February, we were saddened to lose him as a 
community member and a supporter, but are 
so appreciative that he saw to remember us 
in his will. 

Ken came to Yellow Springs in 1935 to 
study at Antioch College. A chemistry major 

at Antioch, 
he had a 
student co-op 
with Sergius 
Vernet which 
eventually led 
to a prolific 
career at Vernay 
Laboratories. By 
the time of his 
retirement in 
1981, Ken had 

become the chief chemist and vice president 
of the company. He was also deeply involved 
in the community, as both a volunteer and 
a benefactor, His wide-ranging interests 
included scouting, the Yellow Springs com-
munity cable access channel, Chamber Music 
Yellow Springs, and of course, Glen Helen.

His gift, restricted to the Glen Helen 
endowment, comes at a time when we 
have been actively working to build our 
endowment funds. Our hope, which Ken 
shared, is that the Glen Helen endowments 
will provide a level of perpetual support that 
ensures the long-term health of the preserve 
and its programs. 

Ken’s gift ensures that the very programs 
he held dear will be strengthened for 
generations to come. It is a fitting legacy for 
a wonderful friend of the environment.

Adrienne Chesire Joins 
Glen Helen Staff
In September, we welcomed the newest 
member of the Ecology Institute staff. Adri-
enne Chesire grew up in Yellow Springs, and, 
having seen the world, has returned home to 
the community she loves to take over as our 
Marketing and Development Coordinator. 

Before coming to the Glen, Adrienne was 
Associate Publisher of the Dayton City Paper. 
Around Yellow Springs, many recognize her 
from the two years she spent as Coordinator 
of the Yellow Springs Chamber of Commerce. 
The next time you’re in the Glen Helen Build-
ing, please stop in and introduce yourself to 
her. We’re delighted that she is on board.

Charitable Rollovers 
Return!
Last year, several Glen Helen donors were 
able to take advantage of a brief window 
that allowed them to donate IRA funds 
without paying income tax on those funds.  
That tax-free window expired, but with a 
provision in the Federal $700 billion bailout 
package, it has been brought back for 2008 
and 2009.  

Taking advantage of this provision can 
reduce both your Federal and Ohio income 
taxes.  Another benefit is that part or all of 
an IRA charitable rollover can now count 
towards the required minimum annual 
distribution (RMD). Contributions of up to 
$100,000 per year are permitted to public 
charities tax-free.

What all this means is that if
You are 70 years old or older, and
Your IRA funds exceed your day-to-day 

needs, and
You are interested in supporting Glen 

Helen, then…
You have a wonderful, short-time 

opportunity to support the Glen in a tax-
favorable way. 
If you would like more information, please contact GHA@
antioch.edu or call 937-769-1904.

Adrienne  Chesire
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Winter at a Glance 
– Upcoming Events 
December 2008
Winter Meditations Hike (Saturday, December 6)
Join our guide for a leisurely two-hour hike 
through Glen Helen. Departs from Trailside 	
Museum, 10 am.

Full Moon Hike (Friday, December 12)
Experience the Glen during our only nighttime 	
excursion! Departs from Trailside Museum, 6:30 pm.

Late Fall Birding (Saturday, December 13)
Join Glen Helen Director Nick Boutis as we search 
the Glen for winter resident birds. Departs from 
Trailside Museum, 9 am.

Winter Solstice Hike (Saturday, December 20)
Celebrate the solstice in the Glen! Departs from 
Trailside Museum, 10 am.

January 2009

New Years Day Birdwalk (Thursday, January 1)
Celebrate the start of 2009 with our annual New 
Year’s Day walk. Departs from Trailside Museum, 
9 am.

Pioneer’s Walk (Saturday, January 10)
Join our Glen Guide for an interesting stroll into 
the pioneering history of Glen Helen. Departs 
from Trailside Museum, 10 am.

Full Moon Hike (Saturday, January 10)
Experience the Glen during our only nighttime 
excursion! Departs from the Yellow Springs 	
Parking Lot, 1075 SR 343, at 6:30 pm.

Native American History Hike (Saturday,  
January 24) 
Join our Glen Guide for an interesting stroll into 
the Native American history of Glen Helen. 	
Departs from Trailside Museum at 10 am.

February 2009

Pine Forest Hike (Saturday, February 7)
Experience the beautiful pine forest in the ever-
green goodness of winter. Departs from Trailside 
Museum at 10 am.

Full Moon Hike (Sunday, February 8)
Experience the Glen during our only nighttime 
excursion! Departs from the Yellow Springs Park-
ing Lot, 1075 SR 343, at 6:30 pm.

Groundhog Hike (Saturday, February 21)
Help usher in spring with a brisk morning stroll! 
Departs from Trailside Museum at 10 am.

Winter Birdwalk (Saturday, February 28) 
Join Glen Helen Director Nick Boutis as we search 
the Glen for winter resident birds. Departs from 
Trailside Museum, 9 am.

Check glenhelen.org for the latest information!

Glen Helen Calendar 2009 Order Form
Enjoy the seasons of Glen Helen right in your home!
P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Street Address	 	 	 	 	 	

City	 	 	 	 State	 	 Zip	 	

Day Phone	 	 	 Email	 	 	 	
	 	

A. Number of calendars                                            	@ $10 each = Total: $	 	

B. Shipping and Handling ($2.00 per calendar) 		 Total S+H: $	

C. Donation To The Glen Helen Annual Fund
	    $50        $120        $365        $1000     

	    Other (write amount)	 Total Donation: $	 	

	 	 Total amount (A+B+C) enclosed or to be charged: $	 	

Please make checks payable to “Glen Helen.” If paying by credit card, 	
use the form below:

Check one:         MasterCard          Visa          Discover	 	 	

Credit Card #	 	 	 	     

Expiration  Date	 	 	 	 CCV# from back of card	

Cardholder Name (as appears on card)		 	 	 	

Cardholder Signature

Mail or fax this form to: 
Glen Helen Ecology Institute 
Attn: Calendar Committee
405 Corry Street
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Phone: (937) 769-1902   
Fax: (937) 769-1910

The new Glen Helen calendar features 
12 months of stunning photos from 
the preserve – a perfect gift for your 
friends and family, and to grace every 
room in your house. The calendar sells 
for the modest price of $10, and, as 
with all Glen Helen merchandise, your 
purchase helps support our efforts on 
behalf of the Glen.

Place your order today, using the 
order form below. Calendars may 
also be purchased at the Glen Helen 
Nature Shop and a number of stores 
in Yellow Springs. 

Order Your 2009 Glen Helen Calendars Today!
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In  
Appreciation

Gifts to the Glen
We are profoundly grateful to 
every member and contributor. To 
conserve resources, only donors 
who contributed $100 or more 
between July 1 and September 
30, 2008 are listed below. We 
have made every effort to ensure 
the accuracy of this list. Please 
bring any errors or omissions 
to our attention. Thank you for 
your continued support of Glen 
Helen.
u n r e s t r i c t e d 	  

Lucy and Arthur Morgan Society
Anonymous (1)
Anonymous (2)
Sylvia Carter Denny
Mike Gardner
The Riding Centre Association
Doris Swabb
Kris Viemeister and Leigh Henry

Benefactor
Bob Brecha and Katharina Seidl
Byron Dann
Leo Drey
Joseph Marcum

Sponsor
Coldwell Banker Heritage Realty
Ralph Overton

Contributor
Antioch Writer’s Workshop
James and Mary Agna
Bill Kent and Gayle Gyure
Wanda Marshall
Susanne Oldham

r e s t r i c t e d  a n d  d e s i g n at e d

Glen Helen Endowment
Glen Helen Association
Jerry Sutton and Sandra McHugh
The Estate of Kenneth C. Tregillus
Environmental Education  
Programs
Lucy and Arthur Morgan Society
Anonymous

Benefactor 
Yellow Springs Friends Meeting

Sponsor 
Chemed Corporation Foundation
Rachel Dennison
The Greene Community Foundation 	
	 of the Columbus Foundation

Contributor
Robert and Jean Lorenzetti
Joseph and Sally Zaluski
Land Stewardship
Grants
Central State University Foundation

Contributor
Steven and Ellen Ballerene
Nancy Bent and Roger Reason

Thank you to 
Security National 

Bank, our Corporate 
Sponsor for Make  
It Count for the 

Birds, 2008

Raptor Center
Lucy and Arthur Morgan Society 
Anonymous

Benefactor
Richard Coy
The Estate of Douglas Scott

Sponsor
Dr. Gordon Cowperthwaite

Contributor
Michael and Teresa Coate
Andy Fetter and Pro-Lawn Mowing 	
	 Services
Tee Forshaw
Mark George
Mark Jones
Robert and Jean Lorenzetti
Todd Rissone
Yellow Springs Community 	
	 Foundation Saul Young Grant

c e l e b r at i o n  g i f t s

Marriage of Bari Maxson and  
John Hart, Jr.
Nick and Kathleen Boutis
Steve and Barbara Heckart
Phyllis and Ron Schmidt
Jane and Robert Scott
Mary Ryan Taras

In memory of Harold Axer
Don and Gail Barker
Henrietta Burkardt 
Joellen Ray
Fred and Marilyn Rueth
For Raptor Center in memory  
of P.H. Bufkin
Wanda and Jack Faulkner

Pat Fisher
Marlene Frost
Dick and Grace Lewis
Karen Livingston
Paul and Mary McClain
Dianne Olix
Rosemary Padlo
Suanne Pasquarella
Dr. Bruce Scranton
David and Nancy Zeller
In memory of Velma Duvall
Donna and Al Denman
Jane Goldthwait
In memory of David V. Sommer
Rob and Katherine Sommer
Donations of Materials and  
Gifts-in-Kind
Jason Augenstein
Ron Austing
Bob Bingenheimer
Peg and Ken Champney
Karl and Deborah Colon
Bruce and Carol Cornett
Tom Ernst
Glen Helen Association
Greg Helentjaris
Vincent Laino
Maureen Lynch and Richard 	
	 Lapedes
Old Town Butcher Shop
Raptor Center food donors
Suburban Veterinary Clinic, Dr. 
Michael Brown, Dr. Brian Lokai, 	
	 and Staff
The Winds Café
WYSO
Youngs Jersey Dairy

From the Glen Helen Nature Shop
In the Glen Helen Building, 405 Corry St, Yellow Springs.
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 to 4:30, Saturday-Sunday 10 to 4. Call 937-769-1905.
All proceeds support Glen Helen.

	
The Nature Shop features a large collection of books about nature in Ohio. Think first of 
the Glen Helen Nature Shop when you are looking for books about Ohio wildflowers, geol-
ogy, birds, hikes, trees, minerals, butterflies, animal tracks, gardening, fossils, or bike rides! 

Don’t forget that the Nature Shop is the place to find puppets, bird 
feeders, T-shirts, kites, puzzles, note cards, and more!
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Outdoor Education 
Center

Glen Helen Outdoor 
Naturalists
Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center is not 
only a learning center for elementary-age 
students, but also for adult learners. Our 
Naturalists are students themselves who come 
to Glen Helen to grow as educators while 
earning academic credit through Antioch. 
Like the elementary students, the style of 
the Naturalists’ learning at the Glen is also 
experiential. After an intensive three-week 
training, the Naturalists apply what they 
have learned, and then continue to learn 
with each student group that visits the Glen 
through the residential Schoolcamp program. 
Each week, the Naturalists improve their 
teaching skills; they learn to modify instruc-
tion to accommodate varying learning styles, 
the best way to facilitate activities, the best 
trails to use in order to illustrate the concepts 
they are teaching, and the most effective 
ways to engage and challenge the students. 

We are proud to have such amazing 

people come to work at Glen Helen Outdoor 
Education Center term after term! Natural-
ists are hired because they have the interest 
and excitement necessary for inspiring and 
teaching children, and genuine love and 
enthusiasm for nature. 

The good and hard work of our Naturalist 
staff is reflected in many ways. We see it at 
the end of a camp week when students weep 
while saying their good-byes to their Natural-
ists. We also see it reflected back in the class-
room, when a student can answer a Science 
question because they remember their learn-
ing at Glen Helen. Their impact can even be 
seen at home, when a child remembers to 
recycle that can instead of throwing it into 
the trash. Just as we are proud to have them 
on staff, they are proud to be ambassadors 
for Glen Helen, and to provide students with 
an inspiring, fun, and safe learning experience! 

Meet the Fall 2008 Outdoor Education 
Center staff:
Administrative Interns:
Program Coordinator
Taylor Bushell, Allendale, NJ
Raptor Center Assistant
Jessica Ruiz, Corpus Christi, TX
Extension Naturalist
Samuel McCabe, Greeneville, OH
Naturalists:
Jason Aloisio, Long Island, NY
Kristin Boccafola, Long Island, NY

Alicia Fahrner, Grand Island, NY
Lorianne Goris, Severna Park, MD
Rachel Hildebrandt, Amherst, OH
Nnaemeka Ikegwuonu, Owerri, Nigeria
Melanie Kennedy, Westerville, OH
Megan Pelc, San Pedro, CA
Leigh Ann Reynolds, Ventress, LA
Meredith Straud, Cincinnati, OH

No Foxes in this Den

Students will visit the Fox Den on their visit to 
Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center. Don’t 
worry, there are not foxes living in this den! A 
rehabilitated building at Glen Helen deserves 
a new name, and we thought “Fox Den” was 
appropriate because like a real fox den, it is a 
small, yet functional space. The building was 
renovated over the summer, both inside and 
out. Fresh and cheerful colors have given the 
space a comfortable feel. 

What a difference the Fox Den will make 
on rainy or cold days, as it offers a place to 
warm and rejuvenate before heading back 
into the Glen for more field investigations. 
Two of the three rooms will be used for dry 
and wet craft space, where students can 
paint, make collages and candles, or maybe 
create a dream catcher or “Glen Eye.” 

The Fox Den is also a place for instruc-
tion. Naturalists can use the space and the 
resources inside, such as posters and props, 
to teach or review the concepts that students 
are exposed to during their hikes and explo-
rations in the Glen.

Newly remodeled in and out, the “Fox Den” 
offers space for a variety of Glen activities.

Glen Helen Naturalists. Front row from left: Alicia Fahrner, Rachel Hildebrandt, Jessica Ruiz, Leigh 
Ann Reynolds. Second row: Samuel McCabe, Lorianne Rios, Meredith Staud, Meghan Pelc, Kristin 
Boccafola, Melanie Kennedy. Back row: Tate Bushell, Jason Aloisio, Nnaemeka Ikegwuonu,
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The Raptor Center

Adventures with High 
Schoolers, Birds, and the 
Windstorm
Once again this past August, the Glen Helen 
Summer Honors Institute offered gifted 
high schoolers the opportunity to spend 
two weeks at the Outdoor Education Center 
exploring environmental topics and chal-
lenges. The Raptor Center staff presented a 
full morning session for all students on raptor 
ecology, and more in-depth on the Raptor 
Center’s education and wildlife rehabilitation 
activities. We also taught one of the three 
focus groups, meeting with ten students for 
two more sessions.

In our “Working With Wildlife” focus, 
we discussed career paths, and covered a 
number of topics such as housing, nutrition, 
quality of life issues, the significance of 
wildlife rehabilitation, training opportunities, 
legalities, and how a rehabilitation case 
progresses from the initial phone call for help 
through admission, exams, treatment, and 
final resolution. A highlight was the hands-
on experience of participating in some of the 
daily Raptor Center work.

The students enjoyed the cage cleaning, 
food preparation, and feeding so much, 
they asked to continue doing it during their 
next two sessions, and showed off their new 
experiences to the whole group. They also 
had the opportunity to handle a program 
screech-owl, and learn about its training. 
After observing Raptor Center staff conduct 
a physical exam, tube feed a starving great 
horned owl, take swabs for Avian Influenza 
testing, and immobilize a wing fracture, the 
focus group students took a hands-on role by 
closely examining eleven dead raptors to test 
their diagnostic skills. It may not sound like 
fun to most people, but they really got into 
it, trying to determine the possible causes of 
death or euthanasia for each of the birds.

Comments from the students were very 
positive, as they loved being with the birds, 
and doing the hands-on work. Several favo-
rite comments were: “The rats were gross, but 
I loved working with the birds.” “Dead rats, 
yay! So much fun!” and “Awesome.” We don’t 
often work with high schoolers, but found 

them to be a very enthusiastic group, and hope 
to be involved with them again next year.

Two donations to the Raptor Center were 
a bit different from the usual ones. One was 
from a young man in Springboro who started 
a company called Pro-Lawn Mowing Services 
this year, and decided to donate $1.00 to the 
Raptor Center for each lawn mowed. He has 
sent the Raptor Center two checks already 
and offered to help us off-season with main-
tenance needs. Another donation came from 
the Yellow Springs Community Foundation 
as a Saul Young Grant in recognition of the 
Raptor Center’s contribution to the commu-
nity by offering the summer owl program.

The late summer and fall bird admissions 
were primarily adults and first-year birds with 
collision-related injuries, or starving first-
year birds. More than half the arrivals were 
red-tailed hawks and Cooper’s hawks, with a 
fledgling broad-winged hawk found in Oak-
wood with a broken wing. There were nesting 
pairs of broad-wings in the Glen and John 
Bryan State Park this year, also, which is good 

news, since we have not admitted many in 
recent years. Other interesting arrivals were 
a barred owl hung up in fishing line, and two 
birds caught in barbed wire. One was a great 
horned owl, a species we have admitted be-
fore with barbed wire wounds, but the other 
one was a peregrine falcon. It was a first-year 
bird on its migration from the Arctic to South 
America. The injury caused a delay in its 
journey, but it was fortunate to have been 
found at all and brought to us for help. An-
other young peregrine, banded outside Ohio, 
was not so lucky, as it died a few days after a 
window collision. A third peregrine admission 
was a youngster brought from Cincinnati by 
the Raptor, Inc. rescue group for exercise in 
our large flight cage before release.

Since we live in Ohio, we expect torna-
does, floods, and snowstorms, but not major 
damage from a hurricane. What a surprise 
and what an effect the big windstorm had on 
us. Glen Helen trees were definitely hit hard, 
as Nick describes in his article. The worst for 
Raptor Center staff, as the wind was blowing 

Ty, a favorite barn owl, will be missed by many. (1993-2008)
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Our Adoption Program
The adoption fee is $100 per year; a photo and 
certificate will be sent, and a sign will be placed 
at the bird’s cage. You may also request a visit 
with your bird to a school, scout pack, club, office, 
or home. The money helps to support not only 
the adopted bird, but all the birds that come into 
the Raptor Center needing help. An adoption is 
a wonderful way for a group to help the Raptor 
Center, or makes a unique anniversary, birthday, 
holiday, or memorial gift for someone special.
	 To set up an adoption for the raptor of your 
choice, please contact Betty Ross at 937-767-7648.
Thank you for these renewals:
Celina Middle School
Phyllis Holsapple
Ronice Mayse
Urbana North Elementary School
Welcome to our adoption family:
Shirley Rothfeld
In memory of Terri Dawn Stewart

GHA Notes

The Glen Helen 
Association Expands 
Endowments
For nearly fifty years, the Glen Helen As-
sociation has supported and protected our 
beloved Glen Helen. Now, by establishing 
endowed funds at the leading area commu-
nity foundations, we are moving to ensure 
that the Glen has the resources to thrive 
for generations to come. Because endow-
ments don’t get used up like annual gifts or 
grants, these funds are designed to become 
the backbone of support for Glen Helen, 
providing steady, perpetual income to keep 
programs going strong.

Our first endowment was established over 
20 years ago by then-Director Ralph Ramey, 
who saw the need for a permanent fund to 
support the Glen. Within the past year alone, 
we have doubled the size of this fund!

Also within the past year, we have estab-
lished endowments at the Springfield Foun-
dation and The Dayton Foundation. At the 
Dayton Foundation, we created two funds. 
One is a general fund to assist operations of 
Glen Helen and the other is to benefit main-
tenance of Glen Helen buildings. 

Our Newest Endowment
The ink is barely dry on the agreement es-
tablishing our newest endowment: The Glen 
Helen Association Fund for the Raptor Cen-
ter. It’s hard to believe, but the Glen Helen 
Raptor Center is nearly 40 years old – and 
for all this time it has operated without a 
dedicated endowment. This has meant that 
the Raptor Center always operated with a 
certain level of risk. Even though staff make 
care of the birds their highest priority, the 
facility has always been one fallen tree, or 
broken freezer, or power outage away from 
real disaster. 

A contribution from an anonymous donor 
provided the seed money to start the fund. 
Over time, as additional contributions allow 
the fund to grow, it will ensure that all Raptor 
Center efforts, including its educational pro-
grams that reach thousands of people every 
year, plus its nationally-renown rehabilitation 
efforts, are forever supported.

How Endowment Funds Work
Our funds are considered “true endowments,” 
meaning that the funds are permanently 
invested and we do not access principal. 
Earnings from these funds can be reinvested, 
or distributed to us if needed. 

At the foundations, funds are pooled 
together and invested in a predetermined 
balanced asset allocation. Reports are sent 
to the Glen Helen Association on a quarterly 
basis. Importantly, all three foundations – 	
Dayton, Springfield, Yellow Springs – are 	
run by professionals, ready to assist both 	
our Board and our members.

New contributions can flow to these 
endowments through donations from the 
Glen Helen Association, or from individual 
donors. There are multiple ways that donors 
can make a gift: from a cash donation to a 
planned gift. 

All of the programs of the Glen benefit 
from a healthy endowment. And, every 
contribution to the Glen Helen Association 
Endowed Funds – regardless of size – has an 
everlasting benefit. It’s simple, and it’s easy 
to help the Glen through our endowed funds. 
Won’t you join us? Watch for our endowment 
fund brochure, due to arrive in December.
– Suzanne Patterson (GHA@antioch.edu)

and trees were falling, was wondering if 
cages were intact and the birds were safe. 
When the winds stopped and staff went 
to check, they found a tree had smashed 
through the back of one cage. The hole was 
large enough for a person to climb through, 
yet the small saw-whet owl was still there. In 
the next cage the top netting pulled loose, 
leaving a large gap, yet the two barn owls 
were still there. All three birds were safely 
moved to other cages.

The next morning everyone cleared debris 
from the Outdoor Education Center and 
Raptor Center area. As time passed and the 
power didn’t come on, the big worry for us 
was food, six large freezers of rodents starting 
to thaw! After 48 hours, a generator arrived 
to firm things up. The power came back on 
in time, so we didn’t lose our raptor food, no 
birds were lost or hurt, and Scott Geisel and 
Jim Mayer repaired the cage damage. We 
were very fortunate.

Our sad news is the loss of Ty, our won-
derful education barn owl. Ty was hatched 
at World Bird Sanctuary in St. Louis in 1993 
and moved here in 1994. For many years, Ty 
traveled throughout the area for programs, 
but in recent years was semi-retired, handled 
on-site by naturalists and traveling off-site 
only for special events. He was a very mellow 
bird, unless it came to protecting his mate of 
ten years, Bo. Another barn owl, Louie, also 
from St. Louis, is now living with Bo, but the 
adjustment hasn’t been easy. We still miss Ty, 
as he was a special resident for many years, 
but life at the Raptor Center does go on. 
– Betty Ross (bross@antioch.edu)

GHEI Mission Statement
The Glen Helen Ecology Institute exists to pro-
tect the Glen for present and future generations 
by engaging in land stewardship, education, 
community outreach and service, and research.

Glen Helen Advisory Board 
Connie Crockett, Suzanne Fest, Mel Fine, 	
Barbara Forster, Dan Halm, Bryan Hawkins, 	
Bill Kent, Michael Krug, Ron Lewis, Mark 
Nielsen, Virginia Paget, Bob Parker, Bob Scott, 
Kathy Scheltens, Jerry Sutton, Kathryn Van der 
Heiden, Willie Washington, Sam Young

Glen Helen Ecology Institute Staff
Nick Boutis, Executive Director; George Bieri, 
Property Manager; Adrienne Chesire, Marketing 
and Development Coordinator; Ed Harphant, 
Glen Helen Crew Leader; Beth Krisko, Direc-
tor, Outdoor Education Center; Geno Luketic, 
Marketing and Education Associate, Rebecca 
Jaramillo, Outdoor Education Center Assistant 
Director; Whitney Reinhard, Office Manager, 
Outdoor Education Center; Jeff Robertson, 
Volunteer Coordinator; Betty Ross, Director, 
Raptor Center; Ann Shaw, Assistant Director of 
Administration; Randy Zischler, Cook

Glen Helen Association Board
Eileen Boccara, Kendra Cipollini, Mark 	
Cummings, Scott Geisel, Karen Gorden, Dan 
Halm, Richard Heil, Mary Lamborg, Tucker 
Malishenko, Suzanne Patterson, Patricia Perry, 
Alice Robrish, Ann Taylor, Sherraid Scott
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Glen Helen Nature Preserve	
Trails are open daily, sunrise to sunset. All wildlife, 
vegetation, and natural features are protected.	
For general information: 937-769-1902
Glen Helen Ecology Institute
Administrative Offices
Located in the Glen Helen Building 
405 Corry Street, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Mon-Fri, 9:30-4:30; 937-769-1902	
For facility rentals: 937-769-1903
Trailside Science Museum	
505 Corry Street, Yellow Springs	
For information on hours, walks & programs:	
937-767-7798 or 937-767-7648
Outdoor Education Center	
Residential environmental education center 	
for school groups and summer EcoCamps.	
1075 State Route 343, Yellow Springs 	
937-767-7648
Raptor Center	
Raptor education and rehabilitation center	
Visitors are welcome to visit the center and see 	
the resident birds, open dawn to dusk.	
1075 State Route 343, Yellow Springs 	
937-767-7648
Glen Helen Nature Shop
Located in the Glen Helen Building 
405 Corry Street, Yellow Springs 
Mon-Fri, 9:30-4:30; Sat-Sun 10-4; 
937-769-1905

Our Wish List
We are seeking items in good condition for 
educational programs and staff houses. We 
currently need:
 	 Ecological cleaning supplies for staff 

houses
 	 Home Depot gift card
 	 Large chest freezers
 	 Rakes
 	 Loppers 
 	 Metal pitchforks
 	 Petsmart gift card

Please call or e-mail Beth Krisko (bkrisko@antioch.edu, 
937-767-7648) to arrange a time for pick-up or drop-off.

A Special Thanks to Our 
Morgan Society Donors 
Every little bit of support helps us better	
protect the preserve and manage our pro-
grams. And, larger contributions help a 
little bit more. We gratefully acknowledge 
the following individuals and organizations 
who have joined or renewed membership 
in the Lucy and Arthur Morgan Society dur-
ing 2008: Sture Fredrik Anliot, Anonymous 
(1), Anonymous (2), Anonymous (3), Elaine 
Brown, David and Barbara Case, Ken and 
Peg Champney, Sylvia Carter Denny, Rachel 
Dewey, Mel Fine and Peg Peterson, Tom and 
Betty Finke, Mike Gardner, Dave and Joan 
Goodwin, Bill Kent and Gayle Gyure, Marv 
and Mary Lamborg, Berger Mayne, Amy 
Munich, Sharen and David Neuhardt, Dick 
and Mary Paterson, Roger and Macy Reynolds, 
The Riding Centre Association, Barbara 
Robertson, Andrew Schwarzer and Nancy 
Elder, Jerry Sutton and Sandra McHugh, 
Doris Swabb, Kate and John Vassallo, and 
Kris Viemeister and Leigh Henry.

In the Glen 
is published quarterly for Glen Helen Association 
members and other friends of the Glen Helen Ecology 
Institute. Send comments and suggestions to In The Glen, 
405 Corry Street, Yellow Springs, OH 45387.
Editor: Nick Boutis
Contributors: Nick Boutis, Beth Krisko, Suzanne Patter-
son, Jeff Robertson, Betty Ross, Ann Shaw
Design: Bob Bingenheimer 


