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Academic Challenge

Michael Tenters

CHALLENGE TITLE/TYPE:  I did, used to, do, will, would…  Academic challenge

GRADE LEVEL/SUBJECT:  12th grade, French 5

LEARNING OBJECTIVE(S)/TARGETED SKILLS:  

· Review of French 1-3

· Present, past, imperfect, future and conditional tenses.

· Creative thinking

· Quality

GROUPING:  Groups of 3 – there are 15 students and there are 5 tenses to cover!  I might even use the MI inventories we fill out to help diversify the groups as much as possible. 

TIME OF YEAR:  1st quarter – very early in the year.  These students have previously studied all of the material in this challenge and have done different projects that have focused on a specific tense (such as “If I won the lottery, I would…).

LENGTH OF CHALLENGE:  3 days.

THE CHALLENGE TO STUDENTS:

Your challenge, if you are ready to step up to the plate, is to design a way to “teach” a specific tense we have already studied and present it to the class.  Before your group begins, you will need to decide as a whole class which group will do which tense.  Your presentation should include a visual, an oral component and an interactive, creative class activity in which your group leads the rest of the class.  In addition, be sure to:

· Explain the tense in English

· Show how to form it/conjugate for regular verbs

· Explain pronunciation

· Show common irregular verbs

· Talk to the other 4 groups to find at least 1 example of a verb they don’t know (in your particular tense)

· Give examples

At the end of class today you will turn in a brainstorm list with possible ideas for your products.  

ASSESSMENT:

PRESENTATION:

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Preparedness
	Student is completely prepared and has obviously rehearsed.
	Student seems pretty prepared but might have needed a couple more rehearsals.
	The student is somewhat prepared, but it is clear that rehearsal was lacking.
	Student does not seem at all prepared to present.

	Pronunciation/Speech
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces very few words.
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces a few words.
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most ( 94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces several words.
	Often mumbles or can not be understood OR mispronounces most words.

	Comprehension
	Student is able to accurately answer almost all questions posed by classmates about the topic.
	Student is able to accurately answer most questions posed by classmates about the topic.
	Student is able to accurately answer a few questions posed by classmates Pabout the topic.
	Student is unable to accurately answer questions posed by classmates about the topic.


VISUAL:
Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

	Grammar 
	There are no grammatical mistakes on the poster. 
	There is 1 grammatical mistake on the poster. 
	There are 2 grammatical mistakes on the poster. 
	There are more than 2 grammatical mistakes on the poster. 

	Required Elements 
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information. 
	All required elements are included on the poster. 
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster. 
	Several required elements were missing. 


ACTIVITY RUBRIC:
Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Accuracy of Content 
	All information for the activity is correct. 
	All but one of the facts are correct. 
	All but two of the facts are correct. 
	Several facts are not accurate. 

	Creativity 
	The group put a lot of thought into making the activity interesting and fun as shown by creative questions, games, etc. 
	The group put some thought into making the activity interesting and fun as shown by creative questions, games, etc. 
	The group tried to make the activity interesting and fun, but some of the things made it harder to understand/enjoy the activity. 
	Little thought was put into making the activity interesting or fun. 

	Useful Aid 
	The activity is extremely useful to others as an aid and teaches the topic very well.
	The activity is useful to others as an aid and teaches the topic fairly well. 
	The activity is somewhat useful to others as an aid, but some information is lacking. 
	The activity is not a useful aid and is missing crucial information that would promote understanding. 
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